ing vessels failed to record some 70 to 80 percent of the Georgia fugitives who passed through their hands. 4 Whether or not this ratio remained constant throughout the thirty months preceding Sherman's invasion is uncertain. If it did and if three out of four black escapees went unreported, then the 561 Georgia slaves and free Negroes known to have reached Union lines from December 1861 through October 1864 would represent a total of 2,000 to 2,500 actual escapees (see Table 1 ). If one assumes, on the other hand, that the volume of escapes declined and the efficiency of reporting increased markedly after 1862, an estimate of 1,000 black refugees for the entire period would still be well within reasons Whatever the precise number of refugees may have been, enough escapes were reported to reveal clear trends in several key areas. For purposes of analysis, escape efforts may, at the outset, be separated into two basic categories: (1) those conceived and initiated by blacks without initial Union assistance (hereafter designated "black initiated" escapes) and (2) those occurring during Union coastal or river raids (hereafter designated "rescues"). Out of a total of fifty-six reported escape incidents some forty-two fall within the first category. These "black-initiated" efforts involved 290 individuals, or roughly 45 percent of the 650 known Georgia fugitives (see Table 1 In the context of the document "our sea-board" almost certainly refers to the seaboard of the entire Confederacy. Even if this were not the case, however, the notion that twenty thousand slaves had fled the coast of Georgia, much less Liberty County alone, by August 1862 would still be highly implausible. Significantly, Charles Colcock Jones, Sr., who actually wrote the Liberty County petition, made no such claim. On the contrary, his personal letters reveal that black escapees during this period were numbered in scores rather than hundreds or thousands. For the petition itself see OR, Ser. IV, Vol. II, 36-38. An unrevised manuscript draft of the document in Jones's handwriting survives in the Charles C. Jones, Jr., Collection (University of Georgia, Athens, Ga.). initiated escape efforts varied considerably over time. Whereas "rescue" incidents simply mirrored the pace of Union military operations along Georgia's coast, black-initiated efforts were concentrated most heavily during the first nine to twelve months after the arrival of Federal blockading vessels. The number of such incidents declined slowly throughout 1863 and dwindled to almost nothing after the first three months of 1864. This pattern suggests that logistical factors were of central importance in determining the rate of black escapes. There was, for example, no perceptible increase in escape attempts following the issuance of the final Emancipation Proclamation in January 1863. To most black Georgians freedom was a condition rather than a theory, and in Georgia, as in neighboring South Carolina, Negroes who reached the Sea Islands were virtually free from the moment of their arrival. What varied in Georgia was not the desire of black people for liberty but their physical opportunity to obtain it. Black-initiated escapes were most numerous in 1862 because the number of blacks near the Georgia seaboard was larger then than at any subsequent period of the war. By 1863 nearly all coastal planters had moved their slaves well inland to areas where escape was difficult if not impossible.7 The impressment of 1,500 black laborers to work on Savannah's defenses in the summer of 1862 further increased the pool of potential escapees, while the Union navy's black settlement on St. Simons Island offered tangible proof of northern willingness to grant fugitives a sanctuary. * Although slaves were not actually impressed until August 1862, some 800 blacks were at work on Savannah's defenses as early as March. With impressment the number rose to 1,500 in August but declined to 1,000 by November. In December 1862 a second impressment of 1,500 slaves was carried out, and during the first three months of 1863 the black were likely to be more concerned with recovering young adult men than less valuable slaves. Thus, the young, black male runaway was perhaps somewhat more visible than women, children, or old people. Data drawn solely from the Savannah area also reflects the abnormally high proportion of young men in the black population, a condition brought about by the large-scale impressment of slave military laborers and the simultaneous removal of many female domestic servants. Throughout the war, of course, Savannah itself was also a final destination for lone male fugitives from the up-country. Perhaps more significant than any of these considerations, however, is the likelihood that many of the advertised runaways never attempted to reach Union lines but simply hid themselves in or near the city for varying periods, as had always been common practice. In other words, while some fugitives sought permanent freedom on the Sea Islands, others continued to settle for the more limited (and less dangerous) objectives of antebellum times.
Islands in groups of three or more (see Table 1 ). Although the specific age and sexual makeup of these groups was seldom recorded, surviving evidence suggests that most of the large parties included women and children as well as men. In 1862, for example, the black refugee population on St. Simons Island grew from 26 men, 6 women, and 9 children in late March to 60 men, 16 women, and 13 children by mid-April. When abolitionist clergyman Mansfield French visited the island in July a total of 52 black children were presented for baptism during one afternoon service. Susie King Taylor They were asked to enlist for pay, rations and uniform, to fight for their country, for freedom and so forth, but not a man stirred. But when it was asked them to fight for themselves, to enlist to protect their wives and children from being sold away from them, and told of the little homes which they might secure to themselves and their families in after years, they all rose to their feet, the men came forward and said "I'll go," the women shouted, and the old men said "Amen. 
